To David Ramsay

To the editor:

The- following 15 an open letler to
Oitario. Minister of  Matural
Resources David Ramgay:

For a munber of years we have been
prowing vegelables and froits, which
we sell at the Thunder Nay Farmers
Market. Our farm has sand dunes on
it, which we have been leveling off
cach year. With a lelier of intent for the
Township of Oliver-Paipoonge, we
sell the zand to a person whe it fim
spreads the topsoil back on to the
leveled field, with his own cquipment,
We are living in a depressed arca of
lhe province and this person provides
work for his trock drivers.

Lattended a meeting in Thunder Bay
w April 12 that was arransed by the
dinistry of Mamiral Resources,
egarding the licensing of our pit under

e Agorepate Resources Act, They arc

iving us 10 weeks notice to obluin

am them a $200 permit. We also

ave to pay an wdditional 11 cents a

mne tothe MNR. As well, we are

ipected to drafl-a plan of our so-

dled pit. The cost of hiring a

ufessional engineer (o do 5o would

s at least 53,000, Another require-

ent 15 a fence around the pit, which

vuld be another hefty cosl.

We cannot afford the cost that is

ting [ureed back vpon us. With all

e rules and repulations, 1,000

rmers arc leaving the farming

dustry each vear in Ontagio amd we
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feel viclimized,

We hope that you will be able to
ward off this action of the MNR und
fet us keep farming in a reasonable,
monetary way, Let us continne to sepve
the people of Thunder Bay at ow
farmers markels,

Let us have the night to the stewsrd-
shiprof our tand.

Robert Bavvie
Thunder Ray

Doas low priority

To the editor:
eath 15 mercifisl for the (housands
and thousands of northemn dogs

bom each vear across Canada Life is
starvation; lunely and criel with dog-
on-dog aporession and on many occa-
sions, outright gbuse. Death is mereiful
for these dogs, Doy shoats are the only
method currently available to many
small towns and nurthem reserves.

Throughout history culling has been
“acceptable” to contro] animal popula-
tions has it not? Elephants, boars?7 The
list gocs on. S0 what about hangmng? T
this OK too? What about slowly
starving o death? Technicaily no one’s
sl et ity

lgnomnce is hliss Ask Grand Chiet
Stan Beardy, Ask govermment policy
makers, Ask L. Gov. James Bastleman,
wha refises (o respond to my reguests
to at least scknowledpe and possibly
endorse the need to address this problem
on A national Jeyvel,

On the other hand, let’s ask the front

line teachers and nurses that worl in
many of these remote locations and e
raumatized by wilnessmg the starvation
and abiise. Let's usk the locals what they
fieel. Heaven forbid, let's ask people like
m that rescue these animals.

How about this: T had to have a six
weck old pup that was rescued from up
norih put down the day aller it areved,
lis legs were crippled and deformed and
it was disembowelled, Yes, you heard
right. Iis bowels were hanginge out.
Abuse? Inbreedmg? Who knows. Oh, it
smiled and licked me on the way to the
Ve,

Lance Ribbonlet of the Nooth Talleree
reserve i porthem Alberta, dead ol 5
vears of age by dog attack

In northern communities where there
have heen military cvacuations hecause
of flonding or mold, army planes soing
i empty, refuse to ke dog food up,
leaving the communilics” anirmalz to
starve, not even acknowledging the
existence of the problem.

Lack of access and skyrocketing costs
plague many northern commumities
actoss Canada. | know that in the grand
scheme of things animal welfane is low
an the-tobem pole.

Beople first. But we can not spend the
next cenlury pretending thul this
problem does not exist. The suffering of
Canada's dogs and cats and the potential
dangers that they pose on various levels
of a community, particularly our votith,
necessitate a coordingled action that can
only improve the overall mental and
physical health of community members,

stidy after study has shown the
pevehalogical affects of exposure 10
neglectahiise of aniimals a3 perpetuating
the cycle of despair, hupelersness and
violence, which thrives in cnviranments
ol social stress and isolation. With the
high suicide rates of youth on reserves,
this is yet one more cmotional
contributing factor that is within our
power Ly address.

We need a government straley that
can establish priormies and targets with
comnminily bused groups, a strateyy that
will be sustainable over fime,

O the upside, the World Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals i
argnizing the st cver 2007 Northem
Dog Conference in the fall, as a starting
point for tinding solutions.  Fets see if
any of the varions levels of povemment
theaat are oot b invited attend,

Also, as the northern dog Fady, 1 have
nescuedirelocated more than 400 dogs in
the: past four years, My goul has been to
facilitate access to spavineuler programs
o nerihern Ontario reservies,

The Canadian Animal Assistance
Tean heard about nvy rescue waork and
comtacted me a3 they would like (o start
up an Ontario branch, and wark together
on offering  their  first “remote
spayneuter/ immunization progran un u
fly in reserve.

Ihope that a foundation can e Taid for
future initiatives on olher reserves fiat
wish to participate, cventually with
governmental fimding,

Faren Bester
Thunder Bay



