Plight of northern dogs slowly getting attention
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EATH is merciful for the thoussnds and

thousands of northern dogs born sach

vear across Canada. Life i= starvation,

lornely and cruel with dog-on-dog aggres-
sion and on top many occasions, human abuse.
Dieath is merciful for these dogs.

Dog shoots are =aid to be the only method cur-
renily availzable to many small townis and northern
TESEes.

Throughout history culling has been “aceept-
abile” to contral animal populations, has it not? Ele-
phanis, bears? I'm no expert, but doesn’t the list go
on? What about drowning — does this work for
vou? What about slowly starving fo death? Then no
one's hands get dirtw

[gnorance is bliss. Ask Grand Chief Stan Beardy,
who savs he is unaware of the problem. Ask gov-
ernmental policy makers. Ask Lt. Governor James
Bartleman, who reftises to respond to my requests
to at least acknowledee and possibly endorse the

need to address this problem on a national level.

On the other hand, let's ask the front line teach-
ers and nurses whao work in many of these remote
loeations and are traucatized by witnessing the
mﬁw&m::: and abise Let's ask the Tocals what they

zal,

Heaven forbid, let's ask people like me who res-
one these animals.

Let me take thiz opportunity tozay thanks to
The Chronicle-Jommal for displaying that article
an the front page. Too bad you forgot to print the
restof thestory 1know, I gave i to vou. As it stood,
1t lacked depih. It just stirved the pot.

How about this? A Health Cangda, First Nations
and it Health Divizion, memorandum dated
Diec. 1, 2006, states that any nurse cauchi fzeding or
housing or rescuing dogs on northern Ontacio re-
serves will be immediztely dismissed.

In northern communities where there have been
military evacuations because of flosding or mould,
army planes go in empty, refusing to take dog food
up, leaving the communities’ animals to starve

On the upside, the World Society for the Preven-

tior of Cruelty to Animals is organizing the first
ever 2007 Northern Dog Conference in the fall as a
starting point for finding solutions.

Lat's gea if any of the various levels of govern-
ment that arve going to be invited atvend. [ will
maks sure Stan Beardy gets an invitation,

[ have rescued/ relocated over 400 dogs in the
past four years, by zoal has been to facilitate ac-
ress to spay/ neuter programs on northern Ontario
reserves — a daunting task, let me tell you, Tda it
inmy apare time, I'have 2 real job,

The Canadian Animal Aszistance Team
[wwowmcaat-canada.org) is & registerad charity ani-
mal welfare organization in Vancouver conprised
of vet professionals acress Canada dedicated to the
care of needy animals world wide,

They heard about my rascus work and contacted
e #s they would 1ike to start op an Ontario
branch, and work together on offering their fivst
remate spayvy neuter immunization program ol a
fly-in reserve. Nibinamik (Summer Beaver) is
thrilled to be the involved in this project.

Om g fingl note, Thunder Bay does not even have

affordable spay and neutering programs. I would

like to challenge local vets and organizations lke
the Eeri Chase Foundation to look into cleaning u
our 0w backyard.

Karen Bast
Morthierr Dog La
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